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Mary Anne’s family story began with German and
Bohemian immigrants who arrived in Wisconsin in the
late 19th century, settling as farmers and establishing
large families in small west-central communities. These
roots remained strong, as many descendants continued
farming or operating small businesses there. Her parents,
Kenneth Juza and Eleanor Radtke, met before WWII and
married when Ken returned from his Pacific service.
Mary Anne treasures her father’s wartime letters to her
mother, as well as recipes handwritten by a grandmother
who grew up on Wisconsin prairieland in the late 1880s.
Born in 1948, Mary Anne grew up with a close family
bond, especially with her maternal grandmother who
lived with them, allowing Eleanor to work as a bank
teller. Ken and his brother ran a business together until
he was called back into military service after the Korean
Conflict, and from there he pursued a full-time Army
career, leading the family to relocate often. A
particularly memorable move was to Germany, where
they visited Eleanor’s ancestral village. These experiences
sparked Mary Anne’s lifelong interest in language and
culture, further enriched by family trips around Europe.
After President Kennedy’s assassination, Ken was
transferred to Hawaii with the 25th Infantry Division,
and the family moved to a former sugar cane town. Here,
Mary Anne and her sister attended an all-girls high
school in Honolulu, where they made friends with
students from Hawaiian, Asian, and military
backgrounds. Mary Anne also began her college journey
early, taking a freshman English course at the University
of Hawaii. She graduated in 1966, the same year the 25th
Infantry was deployed to Vietnam.
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