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David was born and spent his early childhood in
Bradford, Pennsylvania, about 75 miles south of
Buffalo, New York. Buffalo, birthplace of the Zippo
lighter, was also home to Bradford Supply Company,
which employed David’s father. When David was in
elementary school, the family relocated to the company
offices for Bradford Supply in Robinson, Illinois.
Bradford's main business was supplying equipment for
oil fields, and the location in Robinson was established
in the early 1900s during the first oil boom in the area.
David grew up as the middle child between two sisters -
Marilyn and Janis. He developed a passion for golf and
was a star golfer in high school who received a
scholarship to play at Eastern Illinois University. After
a stint in the US Air Force, David returned to Robinson
and also worked at Bradford, beginning as a delivery
driver and rising to the position of VP of Sales and
Marketing in his 26-year career, where he oversaw
locations in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky and Wyoming.
He also developed the logo that is still in use by the
company today. In 1961, David met his wife Sherrell
(Sherry) Cochran. Though both grew up in the small
town of Robinson, David was a few years older and did
not know Sherry while in school. When they met,
Sherry was a college student in Missouri at Cottey
College. After her graduation, the two married and
relocated to Princeton, Indiana with Bradford. Sherry, a
journalist, worked for the newspaper in Princeton.

A few years later, their only child Ann Marie arrived,
and when she was a toddler, they returned to Robinson,
again with Bradford.
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